
 

INSTRUCTIONS 

EPC Candidate Exam in Biblical Hebrew or Greek 

A. The goal of this exam is to test a Candidate’s competency in working with the Scriptures 

in the original languages using modern research tools, concluding in a sermon 

manuscript based on that exegesis. A successful candidate will show clearly how 

understanding the Hebrew/Greek adds to one’s development of real-life applications for 

today, be able to complete a competent sermon transcript to communicate this 

understanding to others and demonstrate how the passage displays the Gospel of Christ. 
 

B. You have seven (7) days to complete this exam and return it for grading. The EPC 

General Assembly Offices will give you specifics on this process. 
 

C. There are two sections to this exam: 
 

• 1) Biblical Hebrew OR Greek Exegesis, (language section)  

• 2) Written Sermon Manuscript drawn from the same language work. 

 
D. To successfully complete this EPC Candidate Exam in Biblical Hebrew or Greek, 

you must pass both sections.  
 

E. You do not need to read or write the original languages for this exam but must show 

sensible and astute research using several original language tools in either Greek or 

Hebrew. These tools include Bible dictionaries, lexicons, word studies, scholarly papers, 

biblical commentaries, on-line sources, etc. Sources are selected by you but should reflect 

a biblical and evangelical perspective. A list of normal reference sources is attached. (See 

the EPC Candidate Exam in Biblical Hebrew or Greek Selected Bibliography) 
 

F. A successful Candidate will “know his or her way” around the biblical languages, as 

evidenced in grammar and word studies. Using tools, you should research and 

demonstrate some sense of the parts of Hebrew or Greek speech—e.g. noun, verb, 

adverb, conjunction—and be able to speak about verb forms like person, number, gender, 

voice, mode, strength, stem, action, conjugation, etc. You should use the original words 

in transliterated forms where possible, and use the insights gained from the original 

language to help find the passage’s meaning, build your outline, and structure your 

manuscript. See the example exam offered. 
 

G. You must write in your own words, use short quotes, and give citations and sources in a 

clear manner. If you use the words of another, give them the appropriate credit. A 

successful candidate must do their own work, and not simply cut and paste definitions 

or quotes from sources. 



 

H. You are above all to seek clarity of ideas. This exam requires scholarship but is not a research 

project or term paper. Work to be concise but thorough, as if you were preparing for an 

actual sermon in one week. 

 
I. Citations:  

 

1) In the Greek/Hebrew language section, in-body citations should follow the point being made 

in parenthesis, and include 1) the author or editor’s name, 2) the source, and the page or electric 

location. Clearly identify your sources to the grading team. For example, you might add after a 

comment on “lordship” the citation (Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, Vol. 2, p. 

2136; Brown-Driver-Briggs, Logos Software, on “LORD”). Sources from our reference list need 

simply to identify author and location. Outside or unknown sources must include as much data as 

necessary to allow a grader to check them. See our example test for more citation examples. 

 
2) In the Sermon Manuscript, endnotes should be used for citations in the standard 

format preferred by Candidate. A Grading Rubric follows. Each section—(Language 

Section, and Manuscript) will be graded separately, perhaps by different scholars or 

grading teams. Review the rubrics closely; your work will be evaluated on how you 

fulfill these exact items.  

 

The EPC Candidate Exam in Biblical Hebrew or Greek is Pass/Fail. Each section is 

graded on ten (10) areas of competency. A score of seven and a half of ten (7.5 of 10) is a 

passing grade for each section. A 7.5 on each section is required to Pass the EPC 

Candidate Exam in Biblical Hebrew or Greek. 
 

  



 

 

 

EPC Candidate Exam in Biblical Hebrew or Greek  
 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

An evangelical list of some Greek and Hebrew study tools (most recommended in bold) 
 

THEOLOGICAL DICTIONARIES AND ENCYCLOPEDIAS 
 

Botterweck, G. J., H. Ringgren, H.-J. Fabry (eds.). Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament. Eerdmans, 

1977-2006. 
 

Bromiley, Geoffrey W., ed. The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, revised, 4 vols. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1979-86. 
 

Brown, Francis, C. Briggs, S.R. Driver. The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon. Hendrickson 

Publishers, 1996. 

Carpenter, Eugene, Warren Baker, ed. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament. AMG Publishers, 

2003. 
 

Evans, Craig A., ed. The Routledge Encyclopedia of the Historical Jesus. New York: Routledge, 2008. 
 

Evans, Craig A. and Stanley E. Porter, eds. Dictionary of New Testament Background. Downers Grove: IVP, 

2000. 
 

Even-Shoshan, E. A New Concordance of the Old Testament Using the Hebrew and Aramaic Text. 2nd 

edition. Baker, 1989. 
 

Freedman, David N., ed. The Anchor Bible Dictionary, 6 vols. New York: Doubleday, 1993. Goodrick, 

E.W., and J.R. Kohlenberger, III. The NIV Exhaustive Concordance. Zondervan, 1990. 

Green, Jay P. The Interlinear Hebrew-Greek-English Bible, One-Volume Edition. Hendrickson Publishers, 2005. 
 

Green, Joel B., Jeannine K. Brown, and Nicholas Perrin, eds. Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels. 2nd 

edition. Downers Grove: IVP, 2013. 
 

Harris, R.L., G.L. Archer, Jr., and B.K. Waltke (eds.). Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament. 2 vols. 

Moody, 1980. 
 

Holmén, Tom and Stanley E. Porter. Handbook for the Study of the Historical Jesus, 4 vols. Leiden and Boston: 

Brill, 2011. 
 

Jenni, E. and C. Westermann (eds.). Theological Lexicon of the Old Testament. 3 vols. Hendrickson, 1997. 
 

Keil, C.F. and F. Delitzsch. Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament, 10 volumes. Hendrickson 

Publishers, 1996. 
 

Kittel, Gerhard, Ed. et al. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 10 volumes or condensed 2 volume 



 

set. Eerdmans, 1964. 
 

Martin, Ralph P. and Peter H. Davids, eds. Dictionary of the Later New Testament and Its Developments. 

Downers Grove: IVP, 1998. 
 

Ryken, Leland, et al., eds. Dictionary of Biblical Imagery. Downers Grove: IVP, 1998. 
 

Sakenfeld, Katharine D., ed. New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, 6 vols. Nashville: Abingdon, 2006. Strong, 

James. The New Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. Thomas Nelson, 2009. 

Tenney, Merrill C. and Moisés Silva, eds. The Zondervan Encyclopedia of the Bible, Revised, 5 vols. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 2009. 
 

Thayer, Joseph. Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (Hendrickson Publishers, 1996). 

 

VanGemeren, Willem A. (ed.). New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis. 5 vols. 

Zondervan, 1997. 
 

Vanhoozer, Kevin J., ed. Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005. 
 

Vine, W. E., Merrill F. Unger, William White Jr. Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New 

Testament Words. (Thomas Nelson, 1996). 
 

Wigram, George. The Englishman's Hebrew Concordance of the Old Testament (Hendrickson Publishers, 1996). 
 

Zodhiates, Spiros, Warren Baker, ed. The Complete Word Study Old Testament. (AMG Publishers, 1994). 
 

Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study New Testament (AMG Publishers, 1991). 
 

Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary, New Testament (AMG Publishers, 1992). 


