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Public School Bible History Teachers

CHURCH IDENTITY

Signal Mountain Presbyterian Church seeks to equip all people to live ordinary life as the faithful 
presence of Jesus’s love. Those words express the heart of a church that has existed on Signal 
Mountain for nearly a century, all the while striving to live into the mission given by Jesus to his 
Church in Matthew 28. 

Within the last three years, our church has identified and embraced 5 enduring values. These 
are at the heart of who we have always been, and who we hope to be, no matter the shifting 
sands of the context around us. 

B I B L I C A L  A U T H O R I T Y
We submit to the authority of Scripture. 

S A C R I F I C I A L  L O V E
We care for, serve and pray for each other in costly ways. 

T R A N S F O R M AT I O N A L  D I S C I P L E S H I P
We grow disciples through worship, preaching, teaching in the context of relationships

G E N E R AT I O N A L  I N V E S T M E N T
We welcome the next generation for the sake of God’s kingdom.

M I S S I O N A L  L I V I N G
We embrace the call to do whatever it takes to make sure that everyone within our 
reach encounters the gospel.

W E L C O M E  T O  S I G N A L  P R E S 
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OUR COMMITMENTS & OUR PEOPLE

As a member of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, we remain committed to the worship 
of, and obedience to, the Triune God revealed in the Scriptures and incarnate in his only 
Son, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaim as Savior and Lord.  We profess that the Bible is God’s 
inerrant, infallible and inspired word. We hold to the historic Reformed Faith as expressed in 
confessions as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do.  
And, we rejoice in the open commitment with all believers as expressed in the EPC’s “Essentials 
of the Faith.”

We are dedicated with integrity and without apology to God’s Word as we guide and influence 
believers to know what they believe, why they believe it, and how to live out that faith with 
integrity in word and deed. We are equally committed to sharing this faith with a hurting and 
disillusioned world.  

While the mountain is presumed to be a�uent and churched, among its residents is a significant 
population of un-churched, de-churched and culturally-churched, as well as those struggling 
to survive either spiritually, physically, emotionally or financially in a secular world. We count it 
a privilege to take up the work of being salt and light in this place that God has put us. 

HISTORY

Signal Mountain Presbyterian Church has a long and faithful 86-year history of 
ministry and service to the Lord on this mountain. In 1928, mountain residents 
expressed their commitment in organizing and supporting a local church. A 
commission of Knoxville Presbytery (Presbyterian Church, U.S.) formalized this 
commitment in creating a new congregation on April 7, 1929, with 140 members, 
including four elders and seven deacons. Signal Mountain Presbyterian Church 
was formed. Worship services were initially held at the Signal Mountain Grammar 
School with Reverend Malcolm R. Williamson as the church’s first full-time pastor.  

At a congregational meeting on May 17, 1931, the people unanimously voted to 
accept an o�er from Walter L. Marr to erect a church building to be known as Marr 
Memorial Chapel. Mr. Marr’s intent was to build the first house of worship for the 
people of Signal Mountain. Situated in the heart of Signal Mountain in what is now 
known as the historic Old Town neighborhood, the Chapel was a gift from the Marr 
family to the church. The first service held in the new building occurred on Easter 
Sunday, March 27, 1932.

Two educational buildings were attached to Marr Chapel—the first in 1950 and the 
second in 1959. These buildings were renovated in 1992, becoming collectively 
known as the Thorington Building after Dr. William S. Thorington, Signal Pres’ 
second pastor, who served for more than twenty-five years.

Six Senior Pastors have served at Signal Pres. Reverend Malcolm R. Williamson, Dr. 
William S. Thorington, Dr. R. Eugene Randolph, Dr. Frederick Z. Woodward, and Dr. 
William E. Dudley. Dr. Scott Bowen has served as Senior Pastor since 2014.  

A new sanctuary, with a seating capacity of 850, was built and dedicated in 1980, 
and features a Gothic sanctuary accented with fourteen magnificent stained glass 
windows, Schantz organ, and sixty-seat choir loft.  

As church growth continued to outpace physical space, a building campaign was 
inaugurated in 1999 for the Cornerstone Building. This addition of over 50,000 
square feet was made to fulfill needs for additional classrooms, Presbyterian 
Day School, the Music Suite, and Dudley Hall, which is used for large church-life 
activities and meals. The facility was completed and dedicated in the fall of 2001. 

Following the Cornerstone addition, the Keystone Campaign of 2005 provided the 
funds for a much-needed renovation of and addition to the Youth Building (The 
Warehouse). Completed in 2006, the expanding student ministry has been better 
accommodated.  
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WHAT A GIFT THIS HISTORY IS.

And yet, here we stand in the middle of a 

pandemic, with so many of our longtime 

practices and assumptions interrupted; 

with a large portion of property going 

unused for nearly a year. We celebrate 

our history, but we have no illusions that 

we can rest on it to carry us forward into 

the next 100 years. That, we know, will 

depend upon our faithful God showing 

up and equipping us for a new thing!

SCHOOLS

Among the myriad of reasons families choose to make their home on the mountain, 
most parents will say the most significant reason is the quality of the schools.  Two 
elementary schools rank high in achievement in learning:  Nolan Elementary (www.
nolanknights.com) and Thrasher Elementary (www.thrasherelementary.com). 

Signal Mountain Middle and High School has distinguished itself with academic recognition 
and athletic achievements in an unparalleled way (www.signalmountainhighschool.
com). The school consistently out-performs state and national averages.  Their website 
is a source of detailed information concerning each school’s programs and activities.  

Within Signal Mountain there is also Signal Mountain Christian School, K-5, coed (www.
smcstn.org). Chattanooga is nationally known for distinguished private schools. These 
schools serve a significant number of mountain students as well:  

·The McCallie School (grades 6-12, boys only) (www.mccallie.org) 

·Baylor School (grades 6-12, coed) (www.baylorschool.org)

M A K I N G  T H E  M O U N T A I N  H O M E
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EDUCATION

E L E M E N TA R Y- H I G H  S C H O O L S

Among the myriad of reasons families choose to make their home on the mountain, most 
parents will say one of the most significant reasons is the quality of the schools. The mountain’s 
two public elementary schools are perenially among the highest ranking in Hamilton County: 
Nolan Elementary (nolanknights.com) and Thrasher Elementary (thrasherelementary.com). 

Signal Mountain Middle and High School (signalmountainhighschool.com) has distinguished 
itself with academic recognition and athletic achievements, consistently out-performing state 
and national averages. 

Also on Signal Mountain is Signal Mountain Christian School (smcstn.org), an independent K-5 
co-ed school. Additionally, Chattanooga is nationally known for distinguished private schools. 
These schools serve a significant number of mountain students as well:  

The McCallie School (grades 6-12, boys only - mccallie.org) 

Baylor School (grades 6-12, co-ed -.baylorschool.org)

Girls Preparatory School (grades 6-12, girls only - gps.edu)  

Chattanooga Christian School (grades K-12, co-ed - ccsk12.com)  

Notre Dame (grades 9-12, co-ed - myndhs.com)  

The Bright School (grades PreK-6, co-ed - brightschool.com)

U N D E R G R A D U AT E - G R A D U AT E  S C H O O L S

Within a short distance of Signal Mountain you’ll find eight colleges and universities offering 
40,000 students a variety of two-year Associate degrees, four-year undergraduate degrees, 
Master’s, and PhD degrees. The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga (utc.edu), a national 
model for metropolitan universities, has a full-time enrollment of roughly 12,000 students.  
Chattanooga State Technical Community College (chattanoogastate.edu) has an enrollment 
of around 11,500 students.  

COMMUNITY

C U LT U R A L ,  C I V I C  &  R E C R E AT I O N A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  
O N  T H E  M O U N TA I N

In 2014, Signal Mountain was named “one of the best places to raise a family in the nation” by 
Bloomberg Business Week, “the best place to live in Tennessee” and “one of the 10 safest small 
towns in the country” by Movoto.

Signal Mountain is a true community with many opportunities to enjoy and a variety of activities 
in which to participate: Mountain Arts Community Center—Signal Mountain Play House—
Signal Mountain Public Library—Bachman Community Center—town gym and community 
pool—lighted tennis courts—youth baseball, football, basketball and soccer leagues—The 
Mountain Opry—swim teams—karate—day camps—scouting—adult softball and basketball—
Signal Mountain Athletic Club—Signal Mountain Golf & Country Club—community seasonal 
festivals—as well as miles of biking and hiking trails like the Cumberland Trail and more within 
Prentice Cooper State Forest, many of which have scenic vistas and waterfalls.  

The town’s website provides detailed information about the listed organizations, recreation, 
city services, and civic opportunities: signalmountaintn.gov.

O T H E R  A M E N I T I E S  O N  T H E  M O U N TA I N

Excellent medical facilities can be found on the mountain. Full service Family, Pediatric, Dental, 
Orthodontic, and Physical Therapy practices are available, as well as two long-established 
veterinary clinics. 

Businesses, such as Pruett’s Market, several banks, convenient markets, cleaners, pharmacies, 
a selection of fast-food establishments, as well as eat-in restaurants dot the mountaintop.  
Unique specialty shops, as well as Signal Mountain Post Office, Recycle Center, Ace Hardware, 
and Signal Mountain Nursery make it entirely possible to find most of whatever you need 
without having to leave the mountain.
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THE SCENIC CITY

Chattanooga is located near the border of Georgia and lies 
at the transition between the ridge and valley portion of the 
Appalachian Mountains and the Cumberland Plateau. The city 
is surrounded by various mountains and ridges, thus creating 
the oªcial nickname for Chattanooga as the “Scenic City.” The 
city has received national recognition for the renaissance of its 
beautiful downtown and the redevelopment of its riverfront.  
Chattanooga was one of the first US cities to e�ectively use 
a citizen-visioning process to set specific long-range goals to 
enrich the lives of residents and visitors.

With its scenic beauty, growing population and economy, civic 
vitality, innovative culture, fiscal integrity and strategic location, 
Chattanooga entered the 21st century as one of the most 
livable and progressive mid-size cities in the US. In the last 
ten years alone Chattanooga has won three national awards 
for outstanding “livability” and nine awards for excellence in 
housing and consolidated planning.  

The city’s redevelopment, which began in the late seventies, 
was due to a concerted e�ort on the part of business leaders, 
elected oªcials and citizens working together to bolster a 
renewed pride in their city. The cornerstone for the turnaround 
was the Tennessee Aquarium (tnaqua.org) followed by the 21st 
Century Waterfront Plan–a $140,000,000 redevelopment of 
the Chattanooga waterfront and downtown area.

B I B L E  H I S T O R Y 

H E L P S  P R E P A R E 

S T U D E N T S  

F O R  L I F E

B I B L E  H I S T O R Y 

T R A N S F O R M S 

L I V E S

CHATTANOOGA 
is the fourth largest city 

in the state, preceded 

by Memphis, Nashville, 

and Knoxville. In 2011 

and 2015, Chattanooga 

was named “Best Town 

Ever” by Outside 

Magazine.

That renewal continues with great strength today. Volkswagen Group of America opened its $1B 
plant in 2011. Other notable Chattanooga businesses are Chattem, the world’s first Coca Cola 
bottling plant, McKee Foods, Blue Cross of Tennessee, CBL & Associates, Chattanooga Bakery, 
Covenant Transport,  Amazon, Republic Parking, Alstom, BASF, Dupont, Invista, Komatsu, Norfolk 
Southern and the William Wrigley, Jr. Company. EPB is responsible for bringing the world’s 
fastest internet to Chattanooga—thus the nickname “gig city”—which draws entrepreneurs 
and great technology interest to the area.

Within a two-hour drive from Atlanta and Knoxville, and less than three-hours from Nashville 
and Birmingham, Chattanooga is strategically situated to be very accessible either by interstate 
or by air via ten direct flights (Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Houston, New York 
City, Orlando, Tampa, and Washington D.C.) leaving Chattanooga’s Airport (chattairport.com).   

P O P U L AT I O N

As of the 2010 census, there were 167,971 people consisting of 65,499 households in the city. 
The racial makeup at that time was 58% White, 34.9% Black, 4% American Indian, 2.0% Asian, 
0.1% Pacific Islander, 1.01% from other races, and 1.30% from two or more races. Chattanooga’s 
Metropolitan Statistical Area population is estimated to be around 700,000 residents.  



10 11

C U LT U R E ,  O U T D O O R S ,  
&  AT T R A C T I O N S 

We are blessed to have a variety of indoor 
and outdoor attractions and activities that 
represent the culture of our city. Some of 
them include:

Famed Hunter Museum of American Art 
(huntermuseum.org) is the centerpiece of 
the Blu� View Art District sitting high on a 
cli� overlooking the Tennessee River.

Nearby, the Blu� View Art District 
(blu�viewartdistrict.com) sits on a hill 
overlooking downtown and is replete 
with wonderful shops, co�ee, restaurants, 
and museums that have a distinctly 
European feel.

Families may especially enjoy:

The Children’s Discovery Museum  
(cdmfun.org)

Chattanooga History Center  
(chattanoogahistory.org) 

Chattanooga Zoo (chattzoo.org)

Chattanooga African American Museum (caamhistory.org) 

The Houston Museum (thehoustonmuseum.com)

Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum (tvrail.com; the largest operating historic railroad in the 
South.)  

The Chattanooga Theatre Centre (theatrecentre.com) o�ers fifteen productions each year in 
three separate theater programs: the Main Stage, the Circle Theater and the Youth Theater.  

Chattanooga hosts several writing conferences including the conference on Southern 
Literature (southernlitconference.org) and the Festival of Writers, both sponsored by the Arts 
& Education Council (artsedcouncil.org).

Music events such as Riverbend Festival (riverbendfestival.com) in June, Moonriver Music Festival 
(moonriverfestival.com) in September, and 3 Sisters Bluegrass Festival (3sistersbluegrass.com) 
in October are held in the North Shore and downtown areas.

Nearby Lookout Mountain o�ers popular tourist sites “See Rock City” (seerockcity.com), Ruby 
Falls (rubyfalls.com) and Point Park.

The Chattanooga Lookouts (lookouts.com)—a Class AA Southern League baseball team—calls 
AT&T Field in the heart of our downtown “home”.

The first weekend in November, the Head of the Hooch (headofthehoouch.org) rowing regatta 
takes place with 1,800+ boats, making it the second largest regatta in the United States.

Additionally, Chattanooga is growing in reputation as an outdoor-adventure mecca in the 
Southeast, where parks and natural areas o�er wonderful venues for family activities–including 
white water rafting, hang gliding, kayaking, biking, rock climbing, camping, hiking, water skiing, 
and miles of trails and greenways–that allow you to enjoy God’s wondrous creation.

SEE 
ROCK 
CITY

W H E R E 

W I L L  Y O U 

E X P L O R E 

F I R S T ?



C O N TA C T S

Church Oªce  .................................... 423.886.2190

PASTORS

Scott Bowen  .....................sbowen@signalpres.org

Contact Scott with any general questions, 

to set up a time to meet, to process through 

things heard in worship, etc.

Joey Sherrard  ................. jsherrard@signalpres.org

Contact Joey with questions about men’s 

ministry, discipleship groups, Wednesday 

night, Sunday School, to set up a time to 

meet, etc.

Andy Cornett ....................acornett@signalpres.org

Contact Andy with questions about ministry 

to children, youth or families, to set up an 

appointment, etc.

CHILDREN’S DISCIPLESHIP

Catherine Payne  ...................cpayne@signalpres.org

PRESCHOOL MINISTRY

Elizabeth Collins  ..................ecollins@signalpres.org

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Courtney Armstrong  ....carmstrong@signalpres.org

STUDENT MINISTRY  

Camille Ward  ...........................cward@signalpres.org 

Jackson Clemmer  ..........  jclemmer@signalpres.org

EMBRACE MINISTRY

Celestial Allen  ......................... callen@signalpres.org

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Beth Rowlett  ....................... browlett@signalpres.org

MUSIC MINISTRY

Steven Ingram  ..................... singram@signalpres.org

Trish Ross  ................................... tross@signalpres.org

G E T  I N  T O U C H




