
 

Cross-Cultural Ministries 
             Latins United - 2019

EPC Embraces  
Latin Cross-Cultural Ministry! 

There are 58.9 million Hispanics in the United States. That’s 18.1 percent of the nation’s total 
population. “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these brothers, you did it to 
me.” Matthew 25:40. This is what God is doing in our denomination! None of it would be possible 
without your support of the local church, the body of Christ.  

We appreciate the prayers, assistance, mission teams and financial support. We would, 
however, like to encourage all churches, especially the churches new to the EPC, to get 
involved and explore the Latin Ministry possibilities in their own communities. We would be able 
to give guidance and direction in getting Cross-Cultural Ministry started.  

We continue to follow up with our Hispanic church plants in the EPC in relationship with the 
INPM, with a focus on three EPC church plants that were recognized by the Reverend and 
moderator Jeff Jeremiah as the beginning of a new opportunity in Latin Ministry. These include 
Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis, Lake Forest in Charlotte, and Avery Presbyterian 
Church in the Omaha area. 

CROSS-CULTURAL MINISTRIES 
2906 South 165th Street  
Omaha, Nebraska 68130

Pray for the challenges that my family is being faced; children and finances. 
Pray for the development of the property in Colombia for Children’s 
Ministry. 
Water projects - to raise funding. 
Continue development of Latin Ministry in the EPC.

Rev. Jeff Jeremiah & John Bueno with Danny Ramirez in Mexico.

We’re very grateful to First Presbyterian Church San Mateo, 
for their willingness to help us print our newsletter!



 
Water Treatment 
I know that I have not spoken much about my water 
ministry this year, but I am building 3 to 4 water 
treatment plants at a cost of approximately $1,000 
each to disinfect water as a part of developing a 
ministry resource that impacts approximately 1000 
people per unit. Water treatment plants will be 
installed in Mexico through a local church and they 
will use it as a tool to evangelize to the community as 
well as to provide clean water. We are also looking at the possibility of installing water 
treatment plants in Haiti and Africa  

 
If you wish to be part of this incredible ministry and sponsor a water 
treatment plant that will provide clean water and be used as an 
evangelistic tool, please contact me at johnbknox@yahoo.com or at 
402-350-3815.

Family 
My family is doing well, my children are all taller than me, and some of the challenges of 
parenthood are also bigger than I am! David and Sophia will be entering into 8th grade this 
next year. They are doing well and are beginning to prepare for high school and all the 
challenges that it will bring. They are attending confirmation classes at church and will be 
confirmed and welcome as members of the church this year. Danny is a sophomore and has 
faced incredible challenges that are building his character. His values has been tested as a 
Christian, but he continues to be an A student. I praise God for watching over him. He has 
began attending a Christian high school with new opportunities and we are very excited about 
the new changes in his life. Please pray that he adjusts to these changes.  

Please pray for us as our direction sets the stage as 
to how we as Christians deal with what life throws at 
us and demonstrates our faith in the Lord as we 
overcome it. Please keep us in prayer that we will 
make the right choices and pray for God to give us 
wisdom and peace in our hearts. 

Wishing you a Happy New Year 2019! 
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These Are Our Stories: 
 
Hispanic Church Plant of Second Presbyterian 
Church  
Iglesia Presbiteriana Esperanza - Memphis, TN 

The story began in the fall of 2005 when our 
church connected with Berclair Elementary 
School through the Adopt a School program 
sponsored by Memphis City Schools. As we 
served in that neighborhood we saw how the 
neighborhood was undergoing a significant 
demographic shift. This area has now become 
one of the most concentrated Hispanic 
neighborhoods in our city. It is characterized by 
many first-generation Hispanic adults who not 
only speak little or no English, but also have had limited education in their home countries. We 
presume that many are undocumented. Many are struggling with basic life needs. There are 
several Catholic churches in the area. There are only a very few non-Pentecostal evangelical 
churches in that area of Memphis focusing on the needs of Hispanics. As we became 
acquainted with the Berclair/Graham Heights neighborhood, we were convinced this location 
presented a wonderful opportunity to plant a church, a church that would faithfully present the 
Gospel and evidence the power of the Gospel to transcend cultural barriers and bring hope to 
those living in challenging life circumstances. 

Key Events : 

Initial Outreach Ministry - In the fall of 2017 Bryce and Noreen King who had served for 
almost 20 years with a  church in Merida, Mexico were hired to initiate our outreach efforts. 
Su Casa Family Ministries was birthed and began providing ESL classes and children's 
ministry activities in a leased home across the street from Berclair Elementary School. 
Currently we have 237 adults involved in adult ESL classes and 35 children in the childcare 
program. Additionally, a pre-school program has been started; 52 students are enrolled. Many 
families have connected with Esperanza through involvements with Su Casa.  

Birth of the Church - Central to the vision for this outreach effort was planting a gospel based 
neighborhood church focused on needs of families in that neighborhood. Rev. Ricardo      
Green was hired in fall of 2009 to lead this church plant; the first worship service was held in 
February, 2010.
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 Developing the Church - Rev 
Green's passion for people in 
need was instrumental in the 
drawing the initial group of 
worshippers and developing an 
identity in the neighborhood. 
By the Fall of February 2012 
attendance at Sunday worship 
se rv i ces was ave rag ing 
between 40 to 50 people 
weekly. We currently have an 
attendance of approximately 
90 adults and children. 

A New Pastor - Following the resignation of the Pastor Green as the founding pastor, Pastor 
Manuel "Chucho" Glory, one of the pastors of Shalom Church in Merida, Mexico, accepted a 
call to serve as the next Senior Pastor of Esperanza. After obtaining the required visa, he 
began that role in January, 2015. 

More on Iglesia Esperanza, please contact Eddie Foster at 
eddie.foster@2pc.org or Pastor Manuel Morales at (901) 
643-4792, www.esperanzamemphis.org.

The Lake Forest Family of Churches 
Charlotte, NC 

The Lake Fo res t Fami l y o f 
Churches is one EPC church in four 
locations that plants one new 
church every 1-3 years. This year, 
with the help of Pastor John Bueno 
as "Coach" to our church planter, 
we are planting a Spanish speaking 
congregation. The new church is in 
pre-launch phase and will focus on 
serving the needs of our Latino 

immigrant neighbors in the north part 
of Charlotte NC. Demographically the Latino population is increasing in the North Charlotte area, 
and we want to serve them with a culturally-contextualized, Gospel-centered church. Two years 
ago, we started praying for just the right church planter to join us on this mission.  

3

Mexico 
Since the last General Assembly, Esau Reyes De La Cruz, Minister of Evangelization of the 
NPCM and representative of the General Assembly in the relationship of the EPC and INPM, has 
been my contact person and we have been working at developing the relationship as he has 
taken an interest in knowing the details of our successes and challenges with our Hispanic 
church plants.  We can learn from this and they can pray about the task that is before us.   

Bill Sapp, owner of Sapp Brothers Truck Stops, donated 50,000 Bibles and 50,000 Gospels of 
John which have been distributed throughout Mexico.  The people in Mexico are so grateful for 
these materials and we know that many lives have been touched by the generosity of Bill Sapp.  
I am also working out details on how my water treatment plants can be beneficial to their rural 
churches..  

We are also working on strengthening the relationship between Pastor Danny Ramirez and our 
Great Plains Presbytery. I will be taking a trip to Pastor Danny’s church in early March where I 
may be meeting with Rev. Adolfo Arias moderator to the General Assembly of the INPM. Rev. 
Adolfo and Danny have taken a great interest in the Hispanic ministry within the EPC. 

Lighthouse Church in Paolo, Kansas, is the designated church to build the relationship between  
Pastor Danny Ramirez and his church and Great Plains Presbytery. Pastor Brad Buescher is the 
pastor of Lighthouse Church, and I'm excited to see how God will use this relationship to reach 
His Kingdom in both Mexico and the United States. 
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Colombia 
I recently returned from a trip to Colombia and 
had the opportunity to reflect on all that God has 
done in Colombia through my life and perhaps in 
all those God has touched through my ministry.  
Back in 1998, I married Gina at the 1st 
Presbyterian Church (the Mother Church for 
Presbyterians in South America).  Pastor German 
conducted my wedding and we became best 
friends.  For the next few years he and I worked 
throughout the country in the Presbyterian 
Church in Colombia. This was when the guerilla 
activity was at its worst. For the next few years I developed my property to minister to the 
pastors that were in places we could not enter due to the guerilla threat. Unfortunately, my wife 
Gina was held hostage at the property and for that reason we had to leave Colombia.    

I had always hoped to return to do ministry in 
Colombia, but my wife never wanted to go back.  
After 20 years, the Lord has fulfilled my dream.  I 
had been trying to sell this property and was 
unable to do so. The Lord still had plans for it!  
Pastor German, still pastor at the Mother Church 
in Bogata, had developed an incredible ministry 
to the poorest of the poor with the hope to not 
only impact the parents but to change the next 
generation.  

 
 
We have decided that we want to build a 
children’s camp that will minister to these 
children for years to come. Pastor German 
and the church have given me a percentage of 
what the land is worth for my personal use that 
will be beneficial to my family. The Lord knew 
all along what this land would be used for.  
Pastor German and I are excited to develop 
this land and see how God uses it for His 
glory.  

For over six years, our Family of Churches has been connecting with the Latino population in a 
neighborhood called Huntington Green by partnering with a local ministry that provides 
programs for children, such as tutoring, Bible studies, youth group, summer soccer camp, etc. 
But all along we continued to pray for the right church planter to extend our ministry to that of 
church planting. Two years ago, our Senior Pastor, Rev. Dr. Mike Moses, was moderator for the 
General Assembly of the EPC. As part of his duties he visited the General Assembly of the IPNM 
(The National Presbyterian Church of Mexico) along with other EPC leaders (including John 
Bueno). This turned into an opportunity to meet Victor and Rosmi Leal in the IPNM seminary, 
leading to God's call on their lives to move to Charlotte and plant the next Lake Forest Church. 
We pray for even greater partnership between our denominations in the future. 

For now, Victor and Rosmi are working to form the church by meeting families, earning their 
trust, fellowshipping with them, hosting meals and varieties other activities. A new community 
center was just built in this neighborhood, and Victor is serving as its scheduling director, even 
as Rosmi is leading a Bible study for women weekly. This community center is the best potential 
location to start worship services in the future. We ended the year with Thanksgiving and 
Christmas activities including posadas and it was an incredible success. We had close to 100 
people in attendance. We are beginning to let the community know us better and it will be the 
beginning of some home groups on a regular basis. 

More information on The Lake Forest Family of Churches, please contact Rev. Dr. Mike Moses 
at pastormike@lakeforest.org or Hispanic Pastor Victor Leal at vleal@lakeforest.org.

EPC Hispanic Church - Nación Santa 
Hainesville, Florida 
 

I have just learned that this is a brand new EPC Hispanic church in Hainesville, Florida.   
Please look them up at nacionsantaflorida.com to get more information.

mailto:pastormike@lakeforest.org
mailto:pastormike@lakeforest.org
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Great Plains Presbytery Hispanic Church Plant   
at Avery  
Bellevue, Nebraska 

This ministry can only be possible as the local church is open to the possibility of cross-cultural 
ministries and it also opens a wide door for our denomination to the 60 million Hispanic people 
where only 5% are being ministered to. We praise the Lord for what He has done and thank 
Him for doors opened for cross-cultural ministry. Please continue to pray for these new church 
plants and for potential opportunities in other areas. 

I want to take this opportunity to recap another year, sharing God's faithfulness and celebrating 
the lives that have been changed through many avenues of ministry. We began 2018 by taking 
in 17 new members for the Hispanic church plant at Avery Presbyterian Church. It brings joy to 
my heart to see the Kingdom of God growing! 

 

THE HARVEST  
 

I have been working with Pastor Abiud and his family throughout the year to establish our 
ministry in the local community. We praise the Lord for the many friends we have met and for 
the new relationships that we have been able to start. Our ministry events have been designed 
to connect with the local community, and have included providing music lessons, teaching 
English as a second language, fellowship dinners, and various children's activities such as Kids 
Club and Vacation Bible School. 

Luke 10:1-3

END OF YEAR 2018  
Our year-end special was our very anticipated annual Christmas Dinner, held on December 14 at 
Avery Presbyterian Church with over 200 people in attendance. 

We had a Christmas service on December 23 with 12 people dedicating their lives to the Lord. 
What an incredible way to finish this year! Praise God!
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We have been ministering to an average of 40-50 people on a regular basis and were excited to 
end the year with a new member's class where we took in 15 new members! Our goal is to work 
to build this ministry with a solid membership of at least 50 people in 2019. But, as many of the 
Hispanic people in the area are a part of a transient community, we are ministering to many who 
may become involved in the church, but who eventually move on to others areas. Please pray 
with us as we seek to establish a strong congregation and train leaders who will be a part of this 
ministry.  

 

Pastor Abiud is very gifted in teaching, and has 
been providing leadership for the following 
classes: 
 
  1. Christianity 101 
  2. Discipleship 
  3. Membership 
  4. Leadership Training 
 

 
2018 HIGHLIGHTS 

WINTER 2018 
We held a marriage conference with six couples attending and we ended the conference by 
sharing a meal together. From this event, we added a family to our ministry. During the winter, 
Pastor Abiud and his family also began teaching music classes to children; this was done at no 
cost to their families. They have been teaching violin, guitar and piano, and it has been an 
incredible success in reaching out to our community.


SPRING 2018  
We celebrated children's ministry with a day camp which was very successful. This event helped 
our Hispanic families engage in family activities and build relationships with our team and 30 
children attend. We also held a Mother's Day event with 14 attending the banquet designed for 
them. It was a wonderful time of food and fellowship! 

SUMMER 2018  
We held a Vacation Bible School at a trailer park near Avery Presbyterian Church. Approximately 
60 children attended and we began to build many relationships that continue to be fruitful. 
Through this event, two new families were added to our ministry. 


Camping is a must in the summer, so we held a camping event at Fremont Lakes. We have done 
this for the past two years and it is an experience of a lifetime for these children. The opportunity 
to go camping and boating is a highlight that brought many families closer together. 

In preparation for the first day of school, we packed 90 backpacks with school supplies and all of 
these were given to children in need! We had a total of 120 people including children and adults 
attend this event and it was a huge success. We also held a family picnic with the Hispanic 
congregation and Avery Presbyterian Church. We had a great attendance and wonderful 
fellowship between these two groups. 
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without your support of the local church, the body of Christ.  

We appreciate the prayers, assistance, mission teams and financial support. We would, 
however, like to encourage all churches, especially the churches new to the EPC, to get 
involved and explore the Latin Ministry possibilities in their own communities. We would be able 
to give guidance and direction in getting Cross-Cultural Ministry started.  

We continue to follow up with our Hispanic church plants in the EPC in relationship with the 
INPM, with a focus on three EPC church plants that were recognized by the Reverend and 
moderator Jeff Jeremiah as the beginning of a new opportunity in Latin Ministry. These include 
Second Presbyterian Church in Memphis, Lake Forest in Charlotte, and Avery Presbyterian 
Church in the Omaha area. 

CROSS-CULTURAL MINISTRIES 
2906 South 165th Street  
Omaha, Nebraska 68130

Pray for the challenges that my family is being faced; children and finances. 
Pray for the development of the property in Colombia for Children’s 
Ministry. 
Water projects - to raise funding. 
Continue development of Latin Ministry in the EPC.

Rev. Jeff Jeremiah & John Bueno with Danny Ramirez in Mexico.

We’re very grateful to First Presbyterian Church San Mateo, 
for their willingness to help us print our newsletter!


