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Over two million cases and thousands dying in our own communities. 
The economy is crashing worldwide.  No clue how to recover.

   We, the body of Christ, “the Church”, can and should make the difference. If we have the character of Jesus and 
seek the leading of the Holy Spirit I believe we can make a difference.    
The number one thing that we can all do is to pray.  Praying for third world countries such as Ecuador and 
Colombia where their government is corrupt or broken and people do not have adequate food or the ability to 
bury their loved ones.  In Colombia, the First Presbyterian Church in Bogata is in the midst of trying to meet 
needs that they are unable to meet.  People are coming by the hundreds seeking food and literally fighting over a 
piece of bread.  We can also:
	 •	pray	for	others
	 •	pray	for	our	government	leaders	and	other	world	leaders
	 •	pray	for	the	families	of	those	who	have	been	lost	to	or	are	sick	with	coronavirus
	 •	delivering	groceries	and/or	meals
	 •	sharing	supplies
	 •	teaching	children
	 •	running	errands	for	others
	 •	writing	letters	or	cards	
	 •	making	posters	for	the	neighborhood
   And we can still worship and praise our God!
If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14
   This is an opportunity for the church to make a difference and for the church to grow.We are called to help 
others not just during the coronavirus pandemic but at all times.  But we also need to take care of ourselves.  This 
is a trying time for all of us, but let’s look for ways we see God working during this time.  
Stay strong, stay healthy and praise God for all the blessings we have!

COVID 19 
 WORLD CRISIS



REFLECTIONS FROM 2018
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BRAND NEW YEAR 2019
MEXICO TRIP WITH DANNY
In March I traveled to Mexico to speak with Danny Ramirez 
who is one of the leaders of the INPM, Presbyterian Church 
of Mexico.  We were trying to set some goals for future 
ministry.  I also took my son, Danny, and we had the most 
incredible time together as father and son.

CHRISTMAS DINNER AND 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE 2018
 Our year-end special event was our very anticipated annual 
Christmas Dinner, held on December 14, at Avery  
Presbyterian Church with over 200 people in attendance. 
 We had a Christmas service on December 23 with 12  
people dedicating their lives to the Lord. What an  
incredible way to finish this year! Praise God!



FLOODS
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During the spring months Nebraska and Iowa saw 
some horrific flooding that affected many of our local 
people including part of our congregation.  Between 
Avery Presbyterian Church, Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, the Great Plains Presbytery and other EPC 
churches, we were able to raise enough money and 
human resources to help many of those families 
to either fix their homes or purchase a home.  I’m 
incredibly grateful to the Lord for allowing us to be 
able to rebuild lives, not only with spiritual needs but 
also with physical concerns that were much needed.  
What a joy it was to see the body of Christ at work 
and watch the church grow. 

I feel privileged to have been a part of creating a video 
which shows the Hispanic ministries of the EPC 
Church:  Second Presbyterian Church of Memphis 
(Esperanza Hispanic Ministry), Lake Forest Church 
in Charlotte, NC and their Hispanic ministry, and 
Avery Presbyterian Church.  Please see the link below 
to view this video.
https://vimeo.com/340500411

VIDEO

AVERY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We have been able to reach out to the Bellevue Hispanic community in building a foundation for Hispanic 
ministry. We have also seen the gifts and skills that Pastor Abiud and his wife, Alma, have in teaching, 
preaching, worship, and in training leaders.   We at Latins United Christian Ministries were able to work 
with Pastor Abiud and his wife and turn this ministry over to them on June 1, 2019, with approximately 50 
members. This was almost identical to the situation with Danny Zapata and Disciples of Christ Church in 
2011 when we turned over that Hispanic ministry with approximately 100 members.    I believe Pastor Abiud 
has connected with the heart of the Avery leaders including Pastor Jeff McDonald, and I think he is a good 
match for Avery Presbyterian Church as a stand-alone Hispanic ministry. 
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CELEBRATION AT AVERY

A wonderful celebration was hosted by Avery Presbyterian 
Church in early June where I was honored for my role in the 
Hispanic ministry.  Kermit Oppreicht was the speaker and 
I felt very honored that the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery 
acknowledge the work that was done by not only myself but 
also the leadership of Avery Presbyterian Church.

COLOMBIA

 I went to Colombia to continue work with 1st Presbyterian Church in Bogata.  I always take with me 2-3 
bags of children’s clothing to help out the needs of that area.   Pastor Herman Suarez has been ministering for the 
past 16 years to the children that live at the foot of the mountains and they are the poorest of the poor.  They are 
the sons and daughters of street vendors, recyclers, homeless, etc.   Due to the coronavirus Pastor Herman had 
to let go half of his staff due to finances and at the same time the requests for help coming to him for food gets 
greater and greater.  He is working with 300 children which requires a lot of resources.  If you want to support 
this ministry, please contact Latins United Christian Ministries.  
 As most of you know, I had a property in Ibague that I had been trying to sell and was unable to do so.  The 
Lord wanted it to be used for the ministry, and Pastor Herman and I are developing a children’s camp for these 
children.  It will be a place to grow vegetables, raise animals and learn farming skills.  We can use these resources 
to help these families.  We are extremely excited for the future of this ministry.  
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FAMILY FIESTA OCTOBER 2019

After Colombia, I returned to Omaha to continue ministry and started a 
relationship with Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in the Missouri Synod to 
begin a Hispanic church plant.  I worked with Pastor Carlos Mestayer to get 
this ministry off the ground.  Our first event was October, 2019, with a Family 
Fiesta at the Villa Estates Mobile Home Park where we gathered over 400 
people.

What a wonderful event we had at the mobile home park!!  
We had such a large turnout and I believe that everyone 
had a great time!  I think that we can attribute our success 
of this event to the following:
	 •	The	Lord’s	participation	with	weather	and	the	
attitude of the people
	 •	The	door-to	door,	one	-on-one	communication	
that we had at the mobile home park which was the main 
tool that led us into a relationship with the people.  

COLOMBIA
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We also held a Thanksgiving outreach intended to build the database where 
we provided close to 1000 meals from El Pollo Tote.  We also served a 
lovely Christmas dinner and celebrated the grand opening of the building 
that was provided for this ministry by the Lutherans that brought us over 
300 people. This building required much work to be ready for ministry.  
The entire basement has now been designed for youth activities.  The main 
floor has been designed for gatherings and meetings without looking like a 
church building.  Covenant Presbyterian Church donated 16 round tables 
and 120 chairs.  They have also supported us financially.  The building looks 
more like a resource center.  We have even built a choir loft as a theater to 
provide Christian movies and gatherings with pot lucks and non-religious 
activities for the families.  The intent was to provide a non-threatening 
atmosphere so that the unchurched would not feel intimidated.  

THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS DINNER

Beautiful Savior did a fabulous job of helping host the 
Christmas dinner.  It could not have been done without their 
help and support.   These efforts have allowed us to build 
bridges into the Hispanic community and as a result, we now 
have an active database with more than 400 people. Beautiful 
Savior was instrumental in helping to design and host these 
events, and it could not have happened without the prayer, 
support, finances and leadership they provided.  Covenant 
Presbyterian Church also supported us financially for this 
dinner and provided many volunteers to help make this a 
success.  
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I am continuing to see opportunities to help families buy 
mobile homes at incredible prices.  I’m helping to get 
those homes restored.  It works somewhat like Habitat 
for Humanity.   We can all chip in (church, family, 
friends) and the family is able to own their own mobile 
home for less money than it would cost to rent a home.  I 
will let you know more about this in the next newsletter!

Prayer concerns:
 1.  Finances for the ministry – things are very tight  
  right now.
 2. Coronavirus pandemic could be controlled.  The 
   coronavirus has affected the entire world and 
   especially Latin America.  
 3. We are able to continue with the church plant.
 4. My family as we continue to struggle with raising 
   the kids.

Praises:
 1.  As some of you know I have been struggling with 
   cancer in my bladder and prostate for the past  
  couple of years.  In January I received a report  
  from my doctor telling me I am cancer free.  I  
  praise God and give him all of the glory for this  
  good news.
 2. I want to praise God for accomplishing much  
  work in a short period of time in regards to the  
  Hispanic church plant at Beautiful Savior.

CURRENT HAPPENINGS
Back in mid-January, 2020, I began to work on our database by starting Friday night family nights.  I feel 
that most of the people that we are reaching are 60% children or youth and 40% adults.  After much work, 
we could now hold our Friday night family nights in the new building where we have movie nights for the 
adults, potlucks, and activities for the children and youth.  They have been very well attended.  We started 
mid-January and held these events through mid-March with an attendance between 20-70 including 
children.  This is a very good core group of people to begin the new Hispanic Lutheran church plant.  Pastor 
Carlos went on vacation to Costa Rica and was unable to return due to visa complications.  The Lutherans 
have provided Pastor Sergio Puente as his replacement.  I believe that Sergio is well qualified to work with 
me in planting this church.   
Due to coronavirus stipulations from the government the building has been shut down.  We are now in the 
process of communicating with our people by phone, text, Facebook and U.S. mail.  We need a lot of prayers.  
Our Hispanic community is not used to communicating in this way (neither am I!), but this is the only way 
we can continue to strengthen relationships so that when this whole thing is over, we can continue with the 
church plant, God willing. 
We are also delivering groceries to homes where needed. This gives us an opportunity to stay in touch with 
the families and to pray with them.
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CONTACT US:
John Bueno (402) 350-3815   
2906 S. 165th Ave. Omaha, NE 68130 
johnbknox@yahoo.com

3314 S 44th Avenida
Omaha, NE 68105 
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